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Preface

Prague Stochastics 2006, held in Prague from August 21 to 25, 2006, is an interna-
tional scientific meeting that continues the tradition of organising Prague confer-
ences on stochastics, established here five decades ago. The first Prague Conference
on Information Theory, Statistical Decision Functions and Random Process was ini-
tiated by Antońın Špaček in 1956. Prague Symposia on Asymptotic Statistics were
founded by Jaroslav Hájek in 1973. This year, we are commemorating the 80th
anniversary of the birth date of this untimely deceased outstanding scientist.
Traditionally, the scope of the proceedings, as well as the conference itself, is quite
extensive; the topics range from classical to very up-to date ones. It covers both
methodological and applied statistics, theoretical and applied probability and, of
course, topics from information theory. We hope that all readers will find valuable
contributions and a number of papers of their interest in this rich spectrum of
scientific ideas.
The printed part contains the plenary and invited papers, and the list of all contri-
butions published in the volume. The CD disc, attached as an official part of the
book with the same ISBN code, contains all accepted papers.
The editors would like to express their sincere thanks to the authors for their valu-
able contributions, to the reviewers for prompt and careful reading of the papers,
and to the organisers of the sections for the help with the entire reviewing process.
Our thanks also go to our colleagues, in particular to Pavel Boček and Tomáš
Hobza, for their technical editorial work. Without their devotion and diligence, the
proceedings would never be completed.
It is our pleasure to acknowledge that Prague Stochastics 2006 is held under the
auspices of the Mayor of the City of Prague, the Bernoulli Society for Mathematical
Statistics and Probability, and the Czech Statistical Society.

Prague, June 2006 Marie Hušková, Martin Janžura
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